: AND W BEBRILY TRANSGRIFPT

VOL. 40, NO. 32. WARREN, TRUMBULL COUNTY, OHIO,

'in health; I saw there was a state of charged with strychnine; the stomach,to be particular about his medicine,
spesms; I asked her what ailed her; she| was cutl open, ils contents boiled down | and to take charge of it. Ata subsao-
made no reply; 1 tried to give her bran-| end filtercd, then distilled water was ap- | quent period I changed directions, and
dy and Chlorofrrm, but she ecu'd not, plied, and the same tests applied; the | told Klsie 1o take charge of it- I remov-
swallow; I put about balf an ounce of results were the same as with the con-|ed him to my house; be stayed there two
Chloroform upon a handkerchief, and| tents of the bottle and of the strychuine ~' days and nights; his home was south of
she inhaled it and seemed = little euier.[ from the wial: the bottle and stomach  the center; after leaving my hou<e, he
bu it helped her very little; her feet! were left with Prof. Cassels; there wui went north to his brother’s, and I visited
were & good deal mor: concave than| strychnine detected both in the bottle and | him there; he was away from home about
' usual; about this time I became satisfied | stomach; we believed there was suﬁcicntl two weeks, and continued to improve from
what siled her; she kept calling for Chlo-| Strychninetoaccount for her death found | the time of moving him, and soon began
jroform, and as I was afraid of getting| in her stomach; after ihe death of Elsie, | toattend to Lis business: I have not known
{ out of it, I sent for more; she still ealled | with Mr. Squires, | went toinvite the Doc- | of his having spasms since; he has ap-
| for it; she said =1 shall be dead in a f-w | torsforthe examination, and he totell Rol- | plied for medicine occasionally, and has

Trial of Rollin A. Leet,

ADMINISTERING POISON!!

Is vaz Courr or Comxox Pizas,
Taousorr Covsry.—State of Ohio vs.
Rolin A. Leet, for Poisoning. March
20th, 1855.

The case was opened by reading of
the indictment by D. D. Belden, Prose-
cuting Attorney, who first read the stat-

TESTIMONY FOR THE PROSECUTION.

Smith Scovill, (sworn.)—1 used to be

OF THE TIWES.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 1855.

|ach, wefind spasms sometimes. 1 know |slight shocks as it were, which were
|of nothing but strychnine that will pro- | quickly gone; his feet were put into
duce such sensitiveness that a fly would hot water snd he went to bed feeling
lhmj\f_n man into spasms. We getgreat belter. The foilowing day the same
Sensitiveness in nervous fevers and brain symptoms occured in a more marked de-
affections, but not to such an extent, gree. They coantinued for a short time

The taking of the stomach and medi- aad then subsided snd he was comfort-
cine to Cleveland for analysis, wasatthe able. I felt at aloss to know what could
instance of the board of physicians who |casso his complaint. From four days
made the post mortem examination. 1/to s week from the first cal’ he had
think Dr. Beach was the first to propise another much more violent attack.—
it. I became responsible for the fees of | Az this last I thought the symplons were
the analysis ; Mr. Belden has since paid | those referred to strychnine in mediesl
them ; the Professer told me how the books. One thing that wademe think

acquainted with Elsic A. Leet; I saw her
last in hesalth the day before she died,
before sun down; I saw her at the center
of Vienns; she was at my store; she was
buying scme few good®; she appeared w
be as well as I ever saw her; it wasabout
half past four o’clock in the afternoon of
the 7th day of December last. (¥o cross
eramination. )

Henry Leet—1 am scquainted with
the defendant; I was north of the ceater
one day when bis father was there, when
be was getting better afier he had been
sick: I said to him, (the defendant,) his
father would like to see him before he
went away; He would not go in; he said
he did ot wish his father any harm, but
be did not wish to see his face ; 1 cannol
recollect the time: it was when his father

was up north after he had been sick, and |
was getling better; he s«id he was going |
to Cleveland; he did not know what he |
would go at, and said he meant to go in-
0 business in Cleveland. 1 do not know
whether he went; he wenl away, and |
told me after he came back the! he had |

been there; he did not go in to see hisl
fathe:; he was gone W Cleveland two or|
three days and did not succeed in getting |
business; we were in the road in fr.ot of
the house where [ live at; Mr. Leet was

minules,” and still called for Chloro-
form.

In a few minutes the same was repeat-
ed ; durng this time she had spasms,
which seemed 10 throw the whole system
into a state of rigidity, and the pupils of
the eyes dilated and were set, and yet she
seemed conscious; when the Chloroform
failed, she said something about an emet-
ic; perhaps she said she felt like vomit-
ing, or ought to vomit; I cannot tell her
exact words; Isaw one tooth gone, and
endeavored to make her swallow some-
thing there; there seemed to be adifficul y
in her throat, that effectually prevented
hier from swallowing; these spasms seemed
to grow harder, snd continued at inter-
vals; when the person returoed with the
medicine, I dispitched another messenger
for my brother, who is pracicing medi
cinc with me; we used friction and warm
sppications, but without success; she
had anoth-rspasm, which drew her head
back, brought hereyes open and left her

lin that his sister was dead; Shanuon
resided atthe center of Vienna before his
removal to Hariford : it was a little short
of ten miles,

I went first o Dr. Bebee’s and secur-
ed his attendance, and then came down
to where Mr. Squires was, at Mr. Shan-
non’s; pessed into the room; saw Rollin
and shook hands with him; sat down a
few moments; I made a remark as I was
going out; I said, “Rollin, we have rath-
er hard news for you;"” he appenred to
feel bad when I sho'k hands with him;
we got into the sleigh; myself and Mr.
Squires sat in the back, Rollin just be-
fore us. We rode some distance before
there was nuything said as to Miss Leet’s
case; 1 then said to Rollin, “I suppose
your uncle has told you the circumstan-
ces;"” he mude noreply; I thought he did
not hear me, as there was bells on the
horse. | repeated the remark, and he
said his uncle had related the facts. |
then remarked that his sister had died

body in u state of rigidity, and she nev

| exLreath d aain; hiswasabout s o’clock; |

we after this, and as quick as it could be
prepared, put her into & warm bath, and
tried to resiore her, withont success. Any |
person touching her, or the wind bloring:

very suddenly; that when she went home
her father gave her some medicine. He
made the expression, *‘you don’t think
the medicine poisoned her, do you?” 1
think that was the expression; il was
something about poison; it might have

porth about half & mile from home ; he |Upon her, would produce spasms; !h"—‘lf been, “ you don't think there was poison

did nol seem to want to see his father; 1 could not bear 10 betouched; I could not

had no business there, but went up with deteet the condition of hartongue, except

bim thinking he would go in may besndlbf th= edges,. \.whieh wera quite rel; |

see his father; he was saying he was|®8% l.!nu by lifting ooe of her feet, both |
thinking of going away; I said he hsdlr"’"‘ lifted; she might have laid aeross

better go up and see his father, but he | ™Y hand extended, could I have sop-|
did not seem to want to go in; I got him i ported her in such a position, so rigid

into the buggy and drove up there, but | Was her body; it was myJudgement, (1
he would not go in, and s.il he did not | expressd it then) that she had taken poi-
wish him any harm, but he would not son; and that that pison was strychoine; |
go in; he had hold of the lines; we came | 1 said these were the symptoms, and I
back again; | told him one time that I | could sccount for her appearance on no‘
thought if he would stay at home, his other ground; it was that conviction that |
father would do well by himn; he did not led 10 the olber stops taken; we asked

seem to think he was well used; I told | for the bottle of Mr. Leet, and he gotusa
him ut the time his father was sick, if he | bottle; mysell and biother stood by the |
would stay at home, snd not be gningjﬂl}lre; we twk the bottle home; the bot- |
evenings so much, folks would think bet- tle purported 10 contain Hoofland’s Ger- |
ter of him; he said he was not gone so man Bitters; it was some medicine 1 hud |
much as folks thought he was; I told | prescribed for Mr. Leet when he was re- |
him if he would siay at home and go to covering; the bottle was about half fall|

in the medicine?”’

We went to Brookficld, and went to
see Dr. Stewart, and then came home ;
this was all the conversation I had with
him &t the time; no!hing had been said
sbout poison when Rollin made the re-
mark I have given. 1think he was fold
that she seemed to die in a Gt; I said |
that she had spasms, I avoided snswer-
ing io relation to the cause of her death;
I have no recollection of any conversa-
tion since, except one after the trial be:
fore the magistrate. Afier the trial was
over, and while the bonds were being
made, and his father was there, I told
him I wanted to speak with him. Isaid
to him that I believed he was not alone in
the matter, and that it was my advice to
his father’s and go to work. Isaid I

thought some one had advised him, and
referred to bis age, &c. I said he must

seemed to want something to guard a-
gninst the return of such spasms; he had
the first of the spasms that I know of,
shout the 3d of August; the last was nol
far from the 20th of August; I removed
him to my house about the 27th of Au-
gust; 1 think Rollin gencrally came for
me when his father had these spelis —
The family ccnsisted of the old gentle
man, Elsie, Rollin, and a lit:le girl about
7 yearsold; I should think Mr. Leet had
the severc spasms I have meationed,
about once a week; I think I twice noti-
ced a slight frothing at the mouth; he
scemed very anxious to get well.
( Cross examination. )

1 was called shorily after the 29th of
July; he was at my office on ihe 28th of
July; my brother saw him then; the first
time rnything was said ol the suspicious
circumstauces of his sickness, was some-
where in the neighborhood of the 10th of
August; | think it was at the second
spa~m | was called to see, that I was con-

sulted by my brother with regard to it. |

The consultation with Dr. Beebe was
previous to this. I was not at home at
that cnsu'tation; I think I had never
visited Mr. Leet as a physician previous
to this. Ihavebeenin Vienna as a phy-
sician two years last October; I had prac-
tised scme in his family; I had preseri.
oed for his wife; they had some pref-r-
ence for my brother as a physician; [ pre-
scribed for Elsie perhaps half adozen times
before her fathers sickness; I gave her
once something for tooth-ache, and once
for acidity of the stomach. After her
lather was moved up north, she was ta-
ken sick with fever; something like chol.
era morbus, followed by fever; the fever
seemed (o result from the irritation fol.
lowing cholera morbus; Rollin was sick
in a similar way. I visited Elsie every
day for three or four days; she was quite

sick; I gave her brandy and loaf sugar |
freely at first, and afterwards pat her on |

an anti-phlogistic treatment. I do not
1emember all the medicines I gave ber.

The symptons which are peculiar to
Strychnine, and that alene, it would be
very d:fficult to state. I know of no di-

work, his father would do well by him ; of medicine, perhaps not quite; I do not| not submit 10 ill and evil advisers. He|sease, except poisuning from strychine,
be said he had tried i, and bis father know how to get the matier before you | replied that he had had no advice in the | which will produced the same symptons
had promised him what he would do,|exsctly; I put the bottle in the hands of| maiter; said he, “if I have done it, I just as they were exhibited there. In

but he said, it makes no difference after | my brother at the time; I saw it again
2ll for his father would not do what was | the nexiday; it was at my house; I put
right; I know I have seen him some at itinatin trunk and locked it up; I put
Shauson’s I never saw bim there very the trunk up inenother chest and Jocked
frequently, for I have never been where it up; I took it to Cleveland on Sabbath |
I bhave had a chance to; I have seen Lim | day, about 4 o'clock.
there occasionally; that is the most 1| Elsie’s death occurred on Thursday
know about it, except that I have seen/ evening; on Saturday s post-moriem ex
some intimacy between him and Shan- | amioation was held; Dr. Beach of Fow-
non; 1 once overtook Shannon in the|ler, Dr. Bebee of Hartford, Dr. Stewart
road, when Rollin was with me, and be | of Brookfield, my brother and myself,
gotin and talked with Rollin and mc; hc'l were present. the examination w;e; held
rode down with me, and stayed there|about 11 o’clock; we examined the heart,
a while, and had some talk with B.ol'in.i tungs, stomach and liver, and found the
XNo cross examination. | heart to coutain about thiree ounces, in
Dr. Milton Moore.—I reside at Vienna | the two veatricles, of liquid blood; dark
Center; I practice medicine; I huve prac- | fluid blood; found the lungs engorged
ticed about four years; I was called up- | with quit- dark blscd, so that on cuving
on on the Tih day of D cember last, to| them, they proved 10 be full ofit; found
visit Elsie Leet, al Vienos; [ saw her | the stomach, which we dil not opiu; we
sbout 5 o’clock previous to being called ' tied two stings firmly around cach end,
to see her; 1 had been at Smi b Scovill's| 50 as to prevent anything fiom escaping
siore, and met ber on the store step; I|orgaing into it, and put it into a trunk
had been acquainted with hér about two | with the bottle; | discovered no inlication
years; 1 had rome conversation at the of dises-e, except what I have mentioned;
stare; her little sister wis with h r; 1| evervthing appeared to be in good heslils
said, how do you do, Elsic? Shesmiled | exeept the app arances I havementioned;
and said, I sm well, quite well, or 1| I believe s rychuine was the cause of her
should not be here; I should think [ nev | dea h; Nux Vomiea, or ome preparation
er kncw her bealth b ttr; I think I was: of it; T could no: aceount fur the appear-
called 10 visit her sbout half past siz|ance of things on any other ground; the
o'clock; | wen: home from the siore, and . examination was made at mine and my
was doing so.u:e chores; Isiac Woodford | brother's instance; [ tok the stomach
called me, and said Elic was in a t, or | and locked it up with the bottle of bit-
was dying; my horse was lame, and Mr. | ters on Saturday; on Sabbath day, afier
Woodford loaved me his horse, and I|the faneral, [ tok the stomach and bot-
went down as 5000 as I could; on the Ue of bitters, in company with Mr.
way I met anuther messenger; as I enter- | Squires, to Clevelund; I saw that no one
ed the ddor | saw & number of individu. | tuched it but myself, and put it into the
als there; 1 heard her voice, the firet of | hands of Prof St John, in Cleveland,
any, _I;e,tnre I saw her; she said; *Doc- | but as he coull nit attend 10 it, I then
tor— Chloroform;”” these words she re- | put it int» the hanls of Prof, Cn;se!s;.
peated several times; I would like to grl] we tock out the siomach, and saw tl:«a;J
the form of the room before the minds of | effects of what was tried with i': the ef. |
the jury; I eame in at the south dv.or;i feots produc-d by the application of tests |
the stove was on the eat sife; she Jay | of strychune were the same as those!
with her fect toward me as [ enterel; 1| which appeared when they were lpplied!

I

found her lying on her back, with her|to th- contents of that bottle; a sunlll fow days this began to disappesr, and his
-!'eet toward the stove, lnd seemed to be | quanti'y was in a tumbler, and by apply- ] tongue beeame mois'. I becam= satisfied
incompetent Lo move; & litle froth at the ! ing the tests, acids, a bright scarlet color| that all was not righ!, and determined to

m: her neek sod throat scemed tobe | was pmdnceﬂ; the same results were
swollen, and her whol: chest ip & state | found in the case of g'rychnin: 1aken
of rigidily; as ason as I could get off my | from a vial, as well as the su'stance
overcoat, I fell her pulsé and found & a | zekes from fhe stoma:h; it scemed that
} tile acceferated and not quile so full as | tie matter jo the boule was highly

have done it alome,” then there was a
pause, and he spoke again, “I am alone
in this matter.” I think we stept out of

the case of the old gentleman, the spasms
would come on by the opening of the
door, or the least touch upon the skin.—

the Justice’s Office inlo another room 10| These spasms universally subsided toa
have this conversation. greater or less extent in about two hours;

I was called two or three rimes be- | thatis, the worst was over by that time.
tween the 29th of July and the 17th of| At first, ther2 was not that changs in the
Augusi, to see Homer M. Leet; I was| pulse we should expectininflammation of
called with my brother; I found him sev. | of the brain. We examined the brain and

eral times in spasms, with a full ﬂusl:e(:lI spine,
and in such a condi- | Previous to the sttack, he would seem to

' be geiting better, but when they came

[ace, red longue,
tion that if touched, or a fly Jit on his
face, or s door suddenly opened, he
would go into aspasm. I saw bim at in- |
tervals between the spasms, and he ap-
peared to be doing well, but I did not
have the charge of him. About the 17th |
of August, the case came into my hands;
he hud a spasm a few days before. We
examined the spine, head, and nervous
system, and tried to account for the
spasms; we then stated to each other and
believed that he had been taking strych-
nine.

After the 17th, a few days, he appear. |
cltobeimprovingand [thoughthe was ge:- |
t'ng beiter. The redness was dissppeariog
from his tongue, his mouth getfing moist,
and his appetit~ re-arning. I told Miss
Elsie Leet one day, that her father was
getting beiter, and went along home,
lesving his medicine as usual. Very
soon a messenger came for me in greal
haste; I went, and found him in & spasm
such as he had when I called with my
brother before. 1 freely administered
Chloroform and left some [>r him to use.
I sat wiih him nearly the whole night,
and dusing that time he would frequently
have these spisms. The pupils of his
eyes dilated, an] he was 55 comscious of
everything around him that any little
thing threw him into a spasm. “There,’
said he, in one instance, when he had
been in & spasm, ““that fly dil that” 1
noticel that his tongue was very red, and
soon became dry anl glossy. After a

wove him. Elsie was taking care of
him. I have already said I b lieved he

; was taking Strychnine.

but could find no difficulty there.

on we would find him with a very red
tongue. The spasms in Tetanus are
similar to those resulting from strych.
nine ; the redness of the tongue is pres-
ent in both, and it is noticeable inall cases
of great inflammation ofthe stomach. In
Tetanus, the symptoms are continuous ;
in strychnine they are intermitting. This
last was the case with Mr. Leet. We
find spasms in cases of Hysteria similm
in some respects to those from strych-
nine. If, when I ealled to see Miss El-
sic, I had known that she had stepped
on a rusty nail, which might have pro
duced Tetanus, I should have called it
Tetanus. But the development of such
symptoms in the absence of any
known cause, | naturslly attributed to
strychoine. Under all the circumstances
as they really were, [ should not stirib.
ute the symptoms to Tetanus. In the
actions of strychnine there is a sort of
electric shock, and very short spasms
scem to pass through the muscles.

I have never seen any cuses of strych-
pine poisoning in the human system un-
less these be such. I have used strveh-
nine in my practice but very litle. ]
give itin duses from one sixteenth to one
twelth of a grain. Itacisasatone. 1
have never seen any marked effects. It
is used by physici ms; I cannot say how
mueh. My knowledge of its effects is
mostly from books. I hive read Wa:.
son, Wood, Hill, and Taylor. Wood
and Watson are among the most prom-
inent authorit'es. I had readall of these
except Taylor before the post mortém
examination. In general Hysteria, puer.
pal convu'sions, wounds snd injuries of
the spine, would a'l produce spasmodic
action. In cases of childres, where

At oe time previoas to the convuls'on
l ab ut the 20th of Angun,llolﬂ Rollin

the & age foreign substances iz thasto n.

thing was usually done. At the post
mortem examination we did not examine |
the brain or spine; the examination
seemed 1o be satisfactory to those whe
were present. The inlention was to see
if anything was in the stomach; we
suspected that such was the case; we
wanted to koow whether she came to
her death by poison,

I know nothing of the composition of
Hoofland’s Bitters; it claims to be a ton.
ic alterative; I believe it is claimed that
there is no aleohol init. If the solvent
were all water, I cannot say how much
strychnine it would hold in solution ; 1
think it requires 6667 paris of water to
hold one of strychnine. Strychnine iz a
preparation from Nux Vomiea or Dog
Button. The least dose of strychnine 1
ever heard of causing deisth was one
half a grain, and still patients have been
known to take a grain without producing
death. In ordinary cases, death oceurs
in hall an hour to two and a half hours.
[ think there has been cases in which
death has occurred in filteen minutes.—
The Hoofland Bitters are of a dark brown
color, muddy when shaken up; I observ-
ed a sediment in the botile I brought
trom Mr. Leet's. By holding it up to
the light, I could see a dark sediment
with considerable white powder in it. If
the solvent of the medicine were water,
and strychnine were put into it, and a half
ounce taken as soon as the sirychnine
settled, it might not kiil, but if it stood
! long, or were shaken up, I should great-
|1y hate to take much of it.

After Mr. Leet’s spasm, I administer-
ed mild remedies, such as mucilages of
Slippery Elm, Sassafras, and Flax seed.

| During the violent attacks, I used more
| Chloroform than in all my other practice.
{ I told Elsie what [ used the Chloroform
| for in her father’s case.

(Direct resumed. )

{ In cases of Tetanus, at first sight the
| symptoms are very similar to those from
’ Strychnine, but on further inquiring into
|the case we should expect to find the
| eause, and in the outcome soma eonsi-
:denbla degree of certainty might be
{reached. In Tetanus it may be weeks
|and it may be only a few days or hours
| before death ensues,

Dr. Amzi Moore.—I reside in Vienna;
Have practiced medicine about eight
years ; 1 was quite well acquainted with
Elsie Leet. On the night of herdeath,
I waa called to see her, about ten or
eleven o'clock. [ had retired for the
| night ; it was on the 7th of December.
| She had been dead some two hours when
|1 arrived. Her face was livid and ap-
peared swollen; so was her neck, and
her whole musocular system appeared in
a state of spasm, her limbs rigid and the
pupils of her eye dilated; a little bloody
froth issued from her monuth. I took a
bottle from Mr. Leet containing medicine;
I gave a small quantity of it to a cat on
the following morning, and it died with-
a minute; it fell upon the Hoor in Jess
than a minute, and soon stopped breath-
ing. The cat got about haif s teaspoon-
ful of the medicine.

| was at the post-morlem examina.
tion. We found the lungs engorged
with blood and congested. The caidi-
ac orifice of the stomach was injected.
| We place ligatares at the extremities,
and after carefully tying them, removed

the stomach. I gunve the botle to
my bruther. He had the stomuch in
his possession. From the appearance of

the body afier death, I should be of the
opmiun that she died from poison, and |
that that poison was strychine. I did
not sec her while living, but | know of
nothing else which would pruduce such
an appearance afier death, unlessit were
idiopathic tetanug, but I see no reason to
believe she was affected by that. She
died too som for Tetanus, according to
our authorities, for that is rarely fatal in
less than three or four days, and fre-
quently it is & we-k or longer. [ alten-
ded upon Homer M. Leet from the 20th
| of Juiy to the 18th or 19th of August —
He came to my hous: on the 28th day
of July, the day before I first visited
him ; I had some previous knowledge
of his health, and supposed it was an old
attack of indigestion, but thought, and
now think, he had some sirange symp-
toms to be attributed to ind gestion. He
referred to some strange sympthms in h's
limbs. This was whil: he was at my
house. The next morning he sent for

me.

so was that after an attack he would ap-
parently convalesce for a few days, and
then suddenly the spasms would return.
After the spasms the tongue was red,
and showed symptoms of gastric irritation.
During the days of apparent convales-
conce the tongue would lose its redness,
and his appetite would retarn, and then
would come another spasm. I noticed
in particular that the red tongue never
preceded the spasm, but always at the
time or immediately after; they came
on generally in the day time, I do not
remember any at night. I think the
worst one was in the afternoon ; usu-
ally Rollin would come after me, but not
always.

I did little or no other business but
attend to Mr. Leet for sometime; I speat
most of my time; I sometimes stayed there
several days without going home. I
gave no directions to Rollin about ad-
ministering medicine. I should think he
was removed 1o my brother’s house about
the last of August. I did not hear
of his baving any spasm afler he left
home. These spasms continued from an
honr, for the lightest, to eight hoars in
the case of the most severe one, which [
thought would be futal. During that
one I administered chloraform, and ap-
plied cold water to his head, in which,
he seemed to have pain. He complain-
ed first of his extremities. There was a
tendency to involuntary muscular con-
traction in these. In the bad spasms the
contractions extended to the whole mus-
cular system. He sometimes was in ex-
treme pain in the stomach, which I at.
tributed to spasm of the diaphragm and
mauscles of the chesi ; attempls to move
him would throw him into convulsions ;
a hand applied to his face would do so.
His extremities would sometime fly up
from the bed as if the poles of a battery
had been spplied to his feet. A fiy light-
ing on his face, or a spoon touching
his lips or teeth, would do it. It was
during the most severe paroxysm there
was so much determination of blood to
the head. After the spasms, the longue
would assume a fiery red appearance,
with symptoms of gastric irritation,
which extended to the bowels. The lon-
ger the inferval afterward, the better
would be the appearance of the tongue,
till after a day or two, it would resume
its natural appesrance. I cannot say
how much Rollin was there; probably
half the time ; not so much at night as
duriog the day. He was quite attentive
when there. | could not say where
Rollin was when away. Onee his horse
broke away at the center ; I caught it,
and took it near to Mr. Shannon’s, and
sent it to Mr. Shannon's house where I
was informed he was.

I have attended Mr. Leet's family
some, and doctored Mrs. Leet in her last
sickness. When I stayed night and day
at Mr. Leet's, he did not have a spasm;
they invariably came on when I was ab.
sent. Some of the time I remember be-
ing away not move than an hour or two
sod leaving him apparently do.ng well,
and then would then be called back be-
cause he was in a spam.

( Cross Ezamination.)—On the 29th
July the symptoms were not the same
as on the day befors when be wasat my
house. I did not suspect anything thes,
bat it is now my opinion that he was ls-
boring under the same symptoms, al-
though under & milder fsrm. Sometimes
he had the spasms every day, and some-
times there would be sa interval of
three or four days. I caonot state
how many he had. During them, it
was diffieult to put anything in his
mouth, on account of the touch of the
spoon bringing on the spasms.  Mr. Leet
had consulted me befire these attacks,
as to his health, butl bhad given him lit.
tle if any medicine. When he first con-
sulted me, I suppose he labored under
indigestion, lack of tone in the stomadh,
and torpid liver. It was probably with-
in o week from the time I first saw him
in epasms, that I suspecied strychnine.

Dr. H. Beach.—! reside in Fowler;
have been practicing medicine for the
just tWenty five years; | was at the post
moriem examinaticn of Elsio Leet; I can
corroborate what has been stated as w0
her appearance. ( Anatomical description
sama as that already given ) From what
| discoverad, I should think her deatn was
caused by poisonieg with strychuine.

A+ to the cause of the symtoms of Ho-
mer M. Le t, | woull not be willing to

His symptoms eomme.ced with
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say decidedly that they ware caused by
strychuine, though they certainly look
something like it; It might possibly . be
that they were caused by some disesse;
he had been sick so long, that it would
be nothing strange if new symtoms came
ep in his case. ( Cross Eramiuation.) 1
have known Mr. Leet about 30 years,
and have attended him some duriog that
period ; I have lived in his neighborhood
several years, 15 perhaps; when T first
knew hin, he was a dyspeptic, with ten-
deacy 1o despandency of mind ; | would
not like to say his symploms were caused
by strychnine, but it is diffieult to se-
count for them in any other way ; I should
suspect sirychnine ; the symptoms might
be accounted for, except the sensitiveness
to the touch; | never saw a casé of Te-
tanus ; I know but little of strychaine ;
It is & medicine I am afraid of ; It is con-
sidered a kiod ol last resort in extreme
cases ; In cases of death fromconvulsion,
spasins of the respiratory muscles prevent
breathing, and so stop the circulation by
preventing the blood from flowing into
the heart.

Professor Join L. Cassels.—I reside
in Cleveland, and am Professor of Ma-
teria Medica and Botany in the Cleveland
Medical College. Doctor Moore brought
me a bottle and a human stomach on the
[1th of December ; 1 examined the bottle
first ; It was about } full of 2 muddy lig-
uid, and by holding it to light there ap-
peared a white sediment ; I sheok a por-
tion of it, and guided by the symptoms
desoribed by Dr. Moore, I tested it for
strychnine ; I did this, because otherwise
I might go on for a week without a satis-
factory conclusion ; I added acid to make
it more soluble ; strychnine is not very
soluble in water alone ; I first tried it by
Nitric acid, which gives a bright red eol.
or ; this is, strictly speaking, the test for
Brucine ; Our Strychnine of commerce is
made up of both; their properties are
nearly the same ; I afterward tested it for
steychnine proper ; [ took about one hup-
dred parts of sulphuric acid to one of
nitric acid ; On using this test upon the
liquid, no change of color is given, but by
adding the peroxide of lead, it gives firat
blue, then violet, and aflerwards settles
down into a beautiful green ; this is a
test to which no other know substsnce an-
swers; I then took the stomach ; this ex-
amination was o late, being 4 days af-
ter the death, that I could not depend
much upon the appearance of the orgsn
itself; I took its contents, washed them
out, evaporated by distillation, fillered
the liquid thus obtained several times, and
then tried the same teste as with the li-
quid in the boitle, with the same results ;
1 had no doubt that strychnine was found
in both bottle and stomach, and gave a
certificate to that effect. I tried, for
the sake of certainty, the same experi.
ments with strychoine which | knew to be
pure, and found precisely the same re.
sults. Btrychnine is generally of a dark
grayish white. The grayish tinge is
owing to the presence of coloring mat.
ter. It is usually about the color of
buckwhest meal. From my examination
I could not tell the quantity of strychnine;
the fact of finding strychnine in the stom-
ach, together with the symptoms told by
Dr. Moore, 1 considered very strong évi-
dence of the death of the patient by strych-
nine ; If she had not died trom its effects,
the probability is that none would be
found in the stomach ; If a person should
take strychnine for some time ss & med-
icine, and then should die from some other
cause, it would be very unlikely that any
should be found in the stomach, for it is
taken in such minute doses that it would
be absorbed into the system ; I have never
seen a person under Lhe poisnous effects
of strychnine ; those who iake it na medi,
cine havenot uniform symptoms ; different
individuals are differently affected. The
first evidénces generally are a peculiar
sensation in the Jower limbs, which the
patient describes as pricking, as if small
animals were orawling under the skin.
Next comes a peculiar spasmodic sction,
like a orick in the neck; Physicians
would stop here; but if the dases were
further increased, so as to become pois.
inous, I should expect these symptoms to
go oa till rigidity of the whole system
should ensue ; the brain would be
the face and neck becomgs swolen

| livid, and the pupils of the eyes dilated.

The intellect is not generally affected till
the spasms, afier frequeat returns, bring
on an asphy xiated state in which the patient
dies. Fromwhat I have heardof the symp.
toms here, and from the presence of
strychnine iu the stomach, I should think
the yonng woman died from strychaine ;
there is s differencs between what has
been described as shocks in the muscles
and a tetanic rigidity ; the redness of the
tongue proceeds from irrilation of the
stomach, and may proceed from inmno-
merable causes ; the tetanic action seldom
arises from any cause except an injury of
some tendon or of the muscular sysem.
If you suppose a case of rigidity of the

museles, frothing at the mouth, such ex-
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